For Immediate Release
HBO SPORTS® DOCUMENTARY TAPIA, EXAMINING THE TUMULTUOUS LIFE OF
PRIZEFIGHTER JOHNNY TAPIA, DEBUTS DEC. 16, EXCLUSIVELY ON HBO
NEW YORK, Nov. 5, 2014 – HBO Sports, the leading television platform for boxing
in the U.S., will present a compelling documentary about the talented but tormented world
champion boxer Johnny Tapia, it was announced today by Rick Bernstein, executive
producer, HBO Sports. Debuting TUESDAY, DEC. 16 (11:00 p.m.-midnight ET/PT),
exclusively on HBO, TAPIA uses first-person narration and archival footage to explore the
achievements, personal demons and ultimate redemption of the popular fighter, who died
in 2012 at age 45. The film is executive produced by multiplatinum award-winning
musician, entrepreneur and actor Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson and sports promoter, producer
and entertainment executive Lou DiBella.
Other HBO playdates: Dec. 18 (4:45 p.m., 1:55 a.m.), 20 (11:30 a.m.), 22 (11:00
a.m.), 28 (10:30 a.m.) and 29 (12:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m.)
HBO2 playdates: Dec. 19 (3:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.), 24 (7:00 p.m., midnight) and 27
(4:00 p.m.)
“Johnny Tapia’s life story was an incredible journey, and we are eager to celebrate
his biggest accomplishments and chronicle the toughest and most difficult moments of his
turbulent life,” said Bernstein. “Tapia was so much more than just a world champion, and
we want to share this gripping account with our subscribers, many of whom may have
seen Johnny in his five fights on HBO, but may not know the amazing story behind the
fighter.”
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“This is not a boxing film, but a film about tragedy, triumph, demons and
redemption,” says DiBella. “Johnny gives us an honest assessment of his strengths and
frailties; he reminds us of the power and resiliency of the human spirit.”
“Johnny’s is a story that needed to be told,” says Jackson. “Everyone can relate to
some aspect of it, which makes it that much more powerful. Personally, his journey is one
that has touched me greatly.”
Born Feb. 13, 1967, Johnny Tapia used boxing as way out of his impoverished life
in Albuquerque, NM, becoming a five-time world champion in three different weight
classes. Tormented as an adult by the brutal kidnapping and murder of his mother, which
occurred when he was eight years old, Tapia suffered repeated episodes of drug
addiction and mental illness. His nickname, Mi Vida Loca (“My Crazy Life”), reflected not
only Tapia’s intensity in the ring, but also a tumultuous personal life, which involved jail
time and several drug overdoses. In 1994, he married his wife, Teresa, who helped Tapia
regain control of his life in retirement before he succumbed to a heart attack in 2012.
HBO has a rich and distinguished history of developing and presenting boxing
documentaries, among them: “Legendary Nights: The Tale of Gatti-Ward”; “Klitschko”; the
Emmy®-winning “Assault in the Ring”; the Peabody Award-winning “Thrilla in Manila”;
“Joe Louis: America’s Hero...Betrayed”; the Peabody Award-winning “Ali-Frazier: One
Nation Divisible”; and the Emmy®-winning “Sugar Ray Robinson: The Bright Lights and
Dark Shadows of a Champion.”
TAPIA is a G Unit Film and Television and BK Blu Productions Presentation in
association with Live Star Entertainment; executive producers, Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson
and Lou DiBella; directed by Eddie Alcazar. For HBO: executive producer, Rick Bernstein;
director, Bentley Weiner. Liev Schreiber narrates.
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